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Toledo Military Academy, from which, three years
later, he graduated with the rank of second
lieutenant.
The young Franco's first job in life was a peaceful
one; he was garrisoned with the Zamora Regiment
at El Ferrol. This did not suit him at all, for
even in the seventeen-year-old, the fighting spirit,
of which so much is preached to-day, was beginning
to manifest, itself. Garrison life was boring, and
even if, at that date, there was no Hollywood to
cast its haze of glamour over the fringe of North
Africa where legionnaires fight their immortal
battles, there were yet other channels through
which tales of adventure and heroic deeds could
reach young and receptive minds. Franco looked
to Morocco, and what he saw was oppdrtunity,
Spain's interest in her section of Morocco was
always something more than the mere safeguarding
of Spanish capital invested there. Morocco has,
in fact, been of as great strategic importance to
Spain in the protection of her trade in general, as
has, for instance, Gibraltar to Great Britain, Bat
this importance was not always realised in Spain
itself. Consequently division of opinion as to tlie
proper policy to be pursued, made the pursuance
of a consistent and effective policy, an even more
difficult problem than it intrinsically was. The
extremists on the one side advocated complete
withdrawal from a land where they saw only Spanish